This study aims to investigate the effects of land use/cover change (LUCC) and climate change on wetland evapotranspiration (ET), and to identify the importance of the main effect factors in the spatiotemporal dynamics of ET. In the wetland of Liaohe River Delta, China, the ET of eight growing seasons during 1985-2017 was estimated using the surface energy balance algorithm for land (SEBAL) model with Landsat and meteorological data. Results show that the average relative error of regional ET estimated by the SEBAL model is 9.01%, and the correlation coefficient between measured and estimated values is 0.61, which indicates that the estimated values are reliable. This study observed significant spatial and temporal variations in ET across the region of interest. The distribution of the average and relative change rate of daily ET in the study area showed bimodal characteristics, that is, the lowest trough occurred in 2005, whereas crests occurred in 1989 and 2014. Simultaneously, the daily ET varied with the land use/cover area. Regional daily ET displays highly heterogeneous spatial distribution, that is, the ET of different land uses/cover types in descending order is as follows: water body, wetland vegetation, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation (except water area). Therefore, the spatial pattern of ET is relevant to the land use/cover types to some extent. In addition, the temporal variation of wetland ET is closely related to landscape transformation and meteorological factor change. A strong correlation was found between ET and the weighted values of meteorological factors, with a correlation coefficient of 0.69. Meanwhile, the annual fluctuations of daily ET and the weighted values were relatively similar. Therefore, the findings highlight the importance of using cheap and readily available remote sensing data for estimating and mapping the variations in ET in coastal wetland.
Introduction
Water is one of the major factors controlling the formation and evolution of wetland [1] [2] [3] . Scientific allocation and utilization of limited water resources are the basis of maintaining the stability and sustainable development of wetland ecosystems. Evapotranspiration (ET) is an important component of hydrothermal balance and affects the water cycle of wetlands [4] . Therefore, ET is a key hydrological process, and its accurate estimation has some reference value for the optimal allocation and management of water resources.
In the context of global water scarcity and climate change, a deep understanding of the water consumption of different land uses/covers and the influences of meteorological factors is increasingly necessary to realize the rational utilization and optimal allocation of water resources. Land use/cover 
Data Acquisition and Pre-Processing
Data used in the study included remote sensing, meteorological, and land use/cover data. Landsat series satellite data were downloaded from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration online web portal (http://ladsweb.nascom.nasa.gov/data/). The satellite data acquired and used for this study cover the growing season (i.e., July, August, and September) from 1985 to 2017 at a nearly five year period (Table 1) . However, most of the remote sensing images were covered by clouds because the study area is close to Bohai Sea. Thus, obtaining same-day or same-month data is difficult. Remote sensing data were pre-processed, including radiometric calibration, atmospheric correction, image registration, and re-projection. The meteorological data used in this study were retrieved from fixed stations located in Dawa County and Yingkou City (Figure 1 ). The meteorological data included solar radiation, wind speed, air temperature, relative humidity, and evaporation, and were obtained from the National Climate Center, China Meteorological Administration (http://data.cma.cn). These datasets were available and were processed with quality control. Inverse distance weighted interpolation using the ArcGIS 10.2 extension tool was applied in the study area to obtain a good spatial representation of the meteorological inputs [30] . 
Data used in the study included remote sensing, meteorological, and land use/cover data. Landsat series satellite data were downloaded from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration online web portal (http://ladsweb.nascom.nasa.gov/data/). The satellite data acquired and used for this study cover the growing season (i.e., July, August, and September) from 1985 to 2017 at a nearly five year period (Table 1) . However, most of the remote sensing images were covered by clouds because the study area is close to Bohai Sea. Thus, obtaining same-day or same-month data is difficult. Remote sensing data were pre-processed, including radiometric calibration, atmospheric correction, image registration, and re-projection. The meteorological data used in this study were retrieved from fixed stations located in Dawa County and Yingkou City (Figure 1 ). The meteorological data included solar radiation, wind speed, air temperature, relative humidity, and evaporation, and were obtained from the National Climate Center, China Meteorological Administration (http://data.cma.cn). These datasets were available and were processed with quality control. Inverse distance weighted interpolation using the ArcGIS 10.2 extension tool was applied in the study area to obtain a good spatial representation of the meteorological inputs [30] .
The land use/cover map of the study area ( Figure 2 ) was extracted from Landsat data from 1985 to 2017 using a visual interpretation method. A total of 883 random samples were used for field checking. A confusion matrix was constructed to calculate the overall accuracy and kappa coefficient. The accuracy assessment results showed that the overall classification accuracy was 83.2% and that the overall kappa coefficient was 0.82, which satisfied the study requirement. The region was further categorized into four zones (Table 2) on the basis of land use patterns to facilitate the following statistics.
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The land use/cover map of the study area ( Figure 2 ) was extracted from Landsat data from 1985 to 2017 using a visual interpretation method. A total of 883 random samples were used for field checking. A confusion matrix was constructed to calculate the overall accuracy and kappa coefficient. The accuracy assessment results showed that the overall classification accuracy was 83.2% and that the overall kappa coefficient was 0.82, which satisfied the study requirement. The region was further categorized into four zones (Table 2) on the basis of land use patterns to facilitate the following statistics. Figure 2 . Land cover map of the study area. Note: Legend and the further grouping are located on the right of the map. To avoid statistical error, no analysis was made on the last group (road, beach, levee, oil field, and Bohai Sea), due to the small area.
Methodology and Procedure

SEBAL Algorithm
The SEBAL model was described in detail by Bastiaanssen et al. [31] . Its input requirements included remote sensing and meteorological data. The remote sensing parameters included surface temperature, emissivity, albedo, normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI), and fractional vegetation cover. The meteorological parameters included wind speed and air temperature. The SEBAL model estimated the instantaneous ET at the time of clear-sky satellite overpass on the basis of the energy balance equation, as follows:
where n R is the net surface radiation ( ) . The difference between short-and long-wave radiation fluxes at the land surface provides a n R value, as follows [22] :
where α is the surface albedo, ↓ s R is the incoming short-wave radiation ( )
R is the outgoing long-wave radiation ( ) Figure 2 . Land cover map of the study area. Note: Legend and the further grouping are located on the right of the map. To avoid statistical error, no analysis was made on the last group (road, beach, levee, oil field, and Bohai Sea), due to the small area.
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SEBAL Algorithm
where R n is the net surface radiation W·m −2 , G is the soil heat flux W·m −2 , H is the sensible heat flux W·m −2 , λET is the latent heat flux W·m −2 , and λ is the latent heat of vaporization J·kg −1 .
The difference between short-and long-wave radiation fluxes at the land surface provides a R n value, as follows [22] :
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where α is the surface albedo, R s↓ is the incoming short-wave radiation W·m −2 , R L↓ is the incoming long-wave radiation W·m −2 , R L↑ is the outgoing long-wave radiation W·m −2 , and ε is the surface emissivity. The components of Equation (2) were computed from Equations (3)-(9), as follows:
where G sc is the solar constant (1367 W·m −2 ), θ is the solar zenith angle, d r is the inverse relative distance of the Earth-Sun, τ sw is the atmospheric unidirectional transmittance, ϕ is the station latitude, δ is the solar declination, t is the sunset hour angle, J is the date of the image acquisition in solar calendar, N denotes the local time, S is the Stefan-Boltzmann constant (5.67 W·m −2 ·K −4 ), T a denotes the air temperature (K), and T s represents the surface temperature (K). The parameter values of ε, α, and T s were derived from the visible, near-infrared, and thermal infrared bands of Landsat data [32] . The soil heat flux G was calculated using the empirical equation of Wang et al. [25] , which can be expressed as follows:
where I is the NVDI. The value of c11 is related to the local time of satellite transit, as follows: (i) when the transit time is before 12:00, c11 equals 0.9; (ii) when the transit time is between 12:00 and 14:00, c11 equals 1.0; and (iii) when the transit time is between 14:00 and 16:00, c11 equals 1.1. The sensible heat flux H was derived using Equation (11) [22] , as follows:
where ρ air is the atmospheric air density (kg·m −3 ), C p is the specific heat of air at constant pressure (1004 J·kg −1 ·K −1 ), γ ah is the aerodynamic resistance to heat transport (s·m −1 ), and dT is the near-surface temperature difference (K).
The instantaneous fluxes at the moment of satellite overpass on a pixel-by-pixel basis were calculated using SEBAL through a series of computations that generated the following: net surface radiation (R n ), soil heat flux (G), and sensible heat flux to the air (H). The soil and sensible heat fluxes were subtracted from the net radiation at the surface, and the "residual energy" would be the latent heat flux (λET) used for ET, as follows:
Latent heat of vaporization λ was derived as follows [33] :
Evaporative fraction (EF), which is the ratio of the actual evaporation to total available energy, is conservative in a diurnal cycle, and can be assumed to be representative of daily energy partitioning during cloud-free conditions [34] . Therefore, instantaneous EF at the satellite overpass time was used to compute daily values of EF d , and was then scaled up to daily EF d by estimating the average 24 h net radiation [35] . For timescales of one day or longer, the averaged 24 h soil heat flux (G d ) was constantly ignored [36] .
In the absence of eddy covariance data, alternatives were limited for selecting small-scale pan evaporation data for the two meteorological stations located in Dawa County and Yingkou City as testing data. In addition, the remote sensing estimates of SEBAL were validated against ground-based observed meteorological data. The SEBAL results, averaged over 3 km × 3 km centered at the water body sample closest to the weather station, were typically used for comparison with small-scale pan evaporation data. However, the evaporation condition of the pan was different from that of the natural water body. Therefore, different conversion coefficients were set to correct the pan evaporation data. Small-scale pan evaporation data were converted into natural water body, as follows [37, 38] :
where E 0 is the ET of natural water body, E 1 is the large-scale pan evaporation, E 2 is the small-scale pan evaporation, and k is the conversion coefficient. Values of k were not observed in January, February, March, November, and December due to winter. The values of k in the growing season are shown in Table 2 . 
Method for Analyzing the Influencing Factors of ET
The "weighted comprehensive analysis method for meteorological factors" was proposed to explore the influencing factors of ET. This method mainly used the proportion of the Pearson correlation between ET and four meteorological factors (i.e., radiation, average temperature, wind speed, and relative humidity) as weights and the normalized values of four meteorological factors as factors. To analyze the influence of the four meteorological factors on ET, their normalized values were synthesized by weights, and their normalized weighted values were obtained.
To assess the linear relationship between ET and meteorological factors, the Pearson correlation was provided, as follows:
where x and y are two generic sequential values of the variable, n is the length of the data set, and x and y are the average values of the two variables. R x,y can be positive (indicating an increasing trend) or negative (indicating a decreasing trend). The absolute value of R x,y represents the degree of correlation.
Results
Validation of SEBAL Results
The estimated ET was validated using meteorological data. Small-scale pan evaporation data collected from two meteorological stations located in Dawa County and Yingkou City were converted into natural water body using Equations (16) and (17) . In view of the scale problem, samples were collected from the water body nearest the meteorological station using fixed-area plot sampling. Figure 3 shows the correlations between the measured and estimated values from 1985 to 2017. An error analysis was conducted, and its result is shown in Table 3 . 
The results showed a reasonable correlation between the measured and estimated values of ET (R = 0.61, sig < 0.05; Figure 3 ) with a mean relative error of 9.01%, which indicates that the estimated values were reliable. The results showed a reasonable correlation between the measured and estimated values of ET (R = 0.61, sig < 0.05; Figure 3 ) with a mean relative error of 9.01%, which indicates that the estimated values were reliable. The results in Figure 5 demonstrate the spatial variations of ET in the study area during the growing season from 1985 to 2017, with a gap of nearly five years. The results precisely demonstrated that ET varied significantly in space and over time. The results also confirmed that the water body had the highest ET estimates for the entire period, compared with other areas. By contrast, the area of land-water junction had the lowest ET during the entire period. In addition, higher values of ET were observed in the eastern, southern, and middle sections of the study area, whereas the western section showed a lower ET. This spatial pattern was due to the ET, which was closely related to land uses/cover types in the region to some extent (Figure 2 ). The reasons might be attributed to the following: (i) higher ET estimates experienced in the southern section of the region were, to some extent, linked to the water surface evaporation; (ii) the results, showing the higher values in the eastern and middle sections of the region, might be due to the large area of paddy and reed fields, and might result from the combined effects of water surface evaporation and vegetation transpiration; (iii) the land cover map showed that tidal flat, bare land, and sand range were located in the area of the water-land junction, which might result in lower ET because of low vegetation coverage, regardless of the effect of Bohai Sea. The heterogeneous spatial distribution of ET may be an indication that different land cover types exhibited different ET signatures. The results in Figure 5 demonstrate the spatial variations of ET in the study area during the growing season from 1985 to 2017, with a gap of nearly five years. The results precisely demonstrated that ET varied significantly in space and over time. The results also confirmed that the water body had the highest ET estimates for the entire period, compared with other areas. By contrast, the area of land-water junction had the lowest ET during the entire period. In addition, higher values of ET were observed in the eastern, southern, and middle sections of the study area, whereas the western section showed a lower ET. This spatial pattern was due to the ET, which was closely related to land uses/cover types in the region to some extent (Figure 2 ). The reasons might be attributed to the following: (i) higher ET estimates experienced in the southern section of the region were, to some extent, linked to the water surface evaporation; (ii) the results, showing the higher values in the eastern and middle sections of the region, might be due to the large area of paddy and reed fields, and might result from the combined effects of water surface evaporation and vegetation transpiration; (iii) the land cover map showed that tidal flat, bare land, and sand range were located in the area of the water-land junction, which might result in lower ET because of low vegetation coverage, regardless of the effect of Bohai Sea. The heterogeneous spatial distribution of ET may be an indication that different land cover types exhibited different ET signatures. 
Spatial and Temporal Variations of ET
Dominant Factors of ET
Effect of Land Cover on ET
To derive ET estimates per land cover types, the zonal statistics function embedded in ArcGIS 
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Effect of Land Cover on ET
To derive ET estimates per land cover types, the zonal statistics function embedded in ArcGIS 10.2 was used to extract the ET estimates corresponding to the respective land types. Land-cover-based estimates from remote sensing provided a detailed understanding of ET variation across the study area. In 2000, the land cover types had different ET signatures, as shown in Figure 6 . In summary, the water body and its surrounding environment had higher ET estimates than other land cover types. In addition, the ET estimates of the vegetation area were higher than those of the non-vegetation area. The different land uses/cover types, with ET in descending order, were as follows: water body, wetland vegetation, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation (except water area). Related research has highlighted that water evaporation is the main component of the wetland ET process. Paddy and reed fields were the two largest areas of vegetation in the study area. Nevertheless, the influence of land use change on increasing and decreasing ET is well-known, and, in some cases, such an influence is considerably higher than those of climate variations. Therefore, further analysis of the area variation over different landscapes, and changes in total daily ET due to the area variation (Figure 8 ) was conducted to further understand the influence of land Figure 5 . The result also confirmed that water body had the highest ET estimates during the entire period, whereas non-vegetation had the lowest ET estimates in most years. Although lower water and vegetation coverage was shown in non-vegetation areas than in non-wetland vegetation and wetland vegetation areas, the difference was insignificant. For instance, the non-vegetation, non-wetland vegetation, and wetland vegetation estimates in 1995 and 2014 were not significantly different from those in 2017. The reason for this finding might be due to parts of the non-vegetation area, including tidal flat and sand range, being close to the Bohai Bay, which was greatly affected by the tides and caused the water to inevitably affect ET. In sum, the results confirmed that the ET of different land uses/cover types decreased in the following order: water body, wetland vegetation, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation (except water area). Nevertheless, the influence of land use change on increasing and decreasing ET is well-known, and, in some cases, such an influence is considerably higher than those of climate variations. Therefore, further analysis of the area variation over different landscapes, and changes in total daily ET due to the area variation ( Figure 8 ) was conducted to further understand the influence of land cover on ET. Figure 8 shows that the positive area change degrees of water body, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation during this period decreased in the order of non-wetland vegetation, non-vegetation, and water body, with increments of 103.89, 25.36, and 12.75 km 2 , respectively. Wetland vegetation area had the largest decrement (167.53 km 2 ) compared with the other three land cove zones. Although the four land cover zones showed some variations in the average ET estimates of per unit area over the years, the differences were insignificant. However, the considerable influence on total daily ET might be attributed to the larger area change. Eliminating the influence of the per unit area average ET of different landscape was necessary. The curve in Figure 9 shows that the total daily ET of the water body, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation increased, with increments of 4.34 × 10 4 , 31.25 × 10 4 , and 7.52 × 10 4 m 3 , respectively. However, wetland vegetation had the largest decrement (5.45 × 10 4 m 3 ), compared with the other three land cover zones. The variation Nevertheless, the influence of land use change on increasing and decreasing ET is well-known, and, in some cases, such an influence is considerably higher than those of climate variations. Therefore, further analysis of the area variation over different landscapes, and changes in total daily ET due to the area variation ( Figure 8 ) was conducted to further understand the influence of land cover on ET. Figure 8 shows that the positive area change degrees of water body, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation during this period decreased in the order of non-wetland vegetation, non-vegetation, and water body, with increments of 103.89, 25.36, and 12.75 km 2 , respectively. Wetland vegetation area had the largest decrement (167.53 km 2 ) compared with the other three land cove zones. Although the four land cover zones showed some variations in the average ET estimates of per unit area over the years, the differences were insignificant. However, the considerable influence on total daily ET might be attributed to the larger area change. Eliminating the influence of the per unit area average ET of different landscape was necessary. The curve in Figure 9 shows that the total daily ET of the water body, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation increased, with increments of 4.34 × 10 4 , 31.25 × 10 4 , and 7.52 × 10 4 m 3 , respectively. However, wetland vegetation had the largest decrement (5.45 × 10 4 m 3 ), compared with the other three land cover zones. The variation characteristics of the total daily ET showed an agreement with the area change characteristics across the different land cover zones. These findings indicate that wetland vegetation transformation was the main land cover change characteristic, and that the total daily ET varied with the land cover area. characteristics of the total daily ET showed an agreement with the area change characteristics across the different land cover zones. These findings indicate that wetland vegetation transformation was the main land cover change characteristic, and that the total daily ET varied with the land cover area. Figure 10 shows the correlations between ET and meteorological factors. These results showed that ET was positively correlated to solar radiation, air temperature, wind speed, and relative humidity, with correlation coefficients of 0.37, 0.73, 0.24, and 0.30, respectively. The findings were Figure 10 shows the correlations between ET and meteorological factors. These results showed that ET was positively correlated to solar radiation, air temperature, wind speed, and relative humidity, with correlation coefficients of 0.37, 0.73, 0.24, and 0.30, respectively. The findings were consistent with the fact that increased temperature, wind speed, solar radiation, and relative humidity would lead to an increase in ET. In this study, the high values of correlation coefficient between air temperature and daily ET in the growing season indicated that the ET at the study site was influenced by air temperature. ET varied with temperature, wind speed, relative humidity, and solar radiation. ET was affected by multiple meteorological factors, and these factors might have mutual influences. Thus, the weighted comprehensive analysis method for meteorological factors might be appropriate to identify the relationship between ET and all meteorological variables. The temporal variation trend of ET and the weighted values of meteorological factors is shown in Figure 10 . The curves in the graph were polynomial fitting curves of degree 5. A strong correlation was found between ET and the weighted values of meteorological factors, with a correlation coefficient of 0.69, and a similar trend was observed between 1985 and 2017. Therefore, the weighted values of the four climate factors may explain the change in ET. Figures 5 and 8 
Effects of Meteorological Factors on ET
Discussion
In recent decades, the relationships between ET and climatic factors have been widely studied [39, 40] . The main climatic factors affecting ET include precipitation, solar radiation, air temperature, wind speed, and relative humidity, etc. [41] . Precipitation determines the water supply conditions, and further controls ET to a certain extent [42] . However, the study area in this paper is a coastal wetland with good water supply conditions, so the energy conditions and atmospheric demand factors controlled by air temperature, wind speed, solar radiation, and relative humidity play a decisive role [8] . Air temperature, wind speed, and solar radiation were positively correlated with ET, which is consistent with the results obtained by others [8, 43, 44] . Solar radiation determines the energy supply; air temperature affects the movement of water molecules on the underlying surface; wind speed affects water vapor transport during the evaporation process [8] . Previous studies have supported the finding in this paper that ET decreases with air temperature, wind speed, and solar radiation [45] [46] [47] . Therefore, the result might be attributed to the following: (i) the warming effect was weak on soil, vegetation, and air due to the low solar radiation; (ii) the low temperature weakened the water movement of the underlying surface; and (iii) the weak near-ground wind speed was linked with a weak capacity of moisture diffusion and heat transfer, accompanied by near-surface air flow. The combined influences of these factors might eventually result in a decrease in ET, including less plant transpiration and surface evaporation.
In addition to climate factors, ET is also affected by land use/cover and LUCC [5, 48] . Moreover, LUCC may have a greater impact on the hydrological cycle than climate change [49] . LUCC is land transformation [50] , which changes the underlying surface characteristics, such as soil moisture, vegetation index, leaf area index, vegetation coverage, surface roughness, surface albedo, surface temperature, etc., and further changes the water and heat balance at the surface. The underlying surface plays a crucial role in ET and directly determines the spatial distribution pattern of ET [51] [52] [53] . In this study, the ET of different land uses/cover types decreased in the following order: water body, wetland vegetation, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation (except water area). This is mainly because the ET estimates were, to some extent, linked to the presence of the water body and vegetation coverage [54] : the ET of water bodies and their surrounding wetlands is higher, and that of vegetation areas is larger than that of non-vegetation areas [55] .
Conclusions
The spatial and temporal changes of ET and its influencing factors were explored based on the SEBAL model over the Liaohe River wetland during the growing seasons in 1985, 1989, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2009, 2014, and 2017 . The main conclusions of this study are as follows:
1.
The results calculated by SEBAL were comparable with the values derived from pan observations, which indicated that the averaged relative error was 9.01%. The correlation analysis indicated that the estimated versus measured ET results were consistent, with a correlation coefficient of 0.61. Generally, the SEBAL model could be effectively used for estimating regional ET over the Liaohe River wetland.
2.
From 1985 to 2017, the average value and relative change rate in ET showed bimodal characteristics in the study area, with the inflection points in 1989, 2005, and 2014; the average ET value was approximately 3.40 mm·day −1 for the entire area. A slightly decreasing trend of ET was also observed across the region. Local-scaled daily ET displayed highly heterogeneous spatial distribution, which was coherent with the land cover map to some extent. 3.
During the study period, the underlying surface and climate conditions were the dominant factors contributing to ET. The different land uses/cover types with ET were, in decreasing order: water body, wetland vegetation, non-wetland vegetation, and non-vegetation (except water body). Meanwhile, the variation of wetland ET was closely related to landscape transformation and meteorological factor change. This study also developed a new method of weighted comprehensive analysis for meteorological factors (e.g., solar radiation, air temperature, wind speed, and relative humidity), which could explain the temporal variation trend of ET to a certain extent.
Overall, the SEBAL model proved to be a useful tool for ET estimation. The results provided an in-depth understanding of the effects of LUCC and climate change on ET in the wetland area. Although reliable estimations were obtained, the validation of SEBAL results using pan observations may be somewhat uncertain. Moreover, there is a need to explore the application of the meteorological factor weighted comprehensive analysis method for explaining temporal change in other regions. 
